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Res judicata is based on the conclusiveness of prior judicial findings on the parties while stare decisis relates to the 
binding effect of the legal principles, including on strangers to that litigation. 


Res judicata relates to the conclusiveness of prior judicial findings or adjudications while stare decisis relates to the binding 
effect of the legal principles involved.! Res judicata binds parties and other interested parties while stare decisis governs the 


decision of the same question in the same way in an action between strangers to the record.” 


Westlaw. © 2021 Thomson Reuters. No Claim to Orig. U.S. Govt. Works. 


Footnotes 
1 U.S.—U.S. v. State of Tex., 430 F. Supp. 920 (S.D. Tex. 1977). 
Pa.—State Hospital for Criminal Insane v. Consolidated Water Supply Co., 267 Pa. 29, 110 A. 281 (1920). 
Stare decisis as not applying to factual determinations, see § 219. 
Effect of res judicata, generally, see C.J.S., Judgments § 926. 
2 U.S.—E.E.O.C. v. Trabucco, 791 F.2d 1 (1st Cir. 1986). 
Haw.—Soderlund v. Administrative Director of Courts, 96 Haw. 114, 26 P.3d 1214 (2001). 
Pa.—Safe Harbor Water Power Corp. v. Fajt, 583 Pa. 234, 876 A.2d 954 (2005). 
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